
Effective S1 2016 Reformat  Senate App 29 Jun 2016 

Module code AN-4323 

Module Title Introduction to Philosophy of Language 

Degree/Diploma Bachelor of Arts (English Studies) 

Type of Module Major Option/Breadth 

Modular Credits 4 Total student workload 8 hours/week 

Contact hours              4 hours/week 

Prerequisite None 

Anti-requisite None 

Aims 
This module provides an introduction to philosophical questions concerning language and some of the most 
influential responses to them. Such questions include ‘What is meaning?’, ‘How does a speaker mean 
something by her words?’, and ‘How do words such as proper names come to refer to objects in the world?’ 
This module aims to foster an appreciation of the complexities inherent in our ordinary conceptions of 
meaning and language while developing a skillset of analyzing abstract problems in order to provide clear 
and creative solutions to them.  
 

Learning Outcomes:  
On successful completion of this module, a student will be expected to be able to: 

Lower order : 10% - Identify key philosophical issues and perspectives on language. 
- Identify key thinkers in the field of the philosophy of language. 
- Relate and contrast major ideas within key perspectives. 

Middle order :  10% - Provide a clear and concise outline of key issues in the philosophy of language and be 
able to provide rudimentary evaluations and responses to them. 

Higher order: 80% - Understand and provide skilled philosophical responses to some of the key issues in 
the philosophy of language. 
- Deploy argumentative tools to tackle complicated abstract problems and provide 
rigorous justification for one’s perspectives on them. 

Module Contents 
- Russell’s theory of definite descriptions 
- Kripke’s causal-historical picture of reference 
- Psychological theories of meaning 
- ‘Use’ theories of meaning 
- Truth-condition theories of meaning 
- Sceptical views on meaning 
 

Assessment Formative assessment  Weekly in-class discussions on key concepts and oral 
presentations to assess knowledge, understanding and ability 
to present clear and creative avenues of thought. 
 

Summative assessment Examination: 0% 
 

Coursework:  100%      
- Participation (10%)  
- Oral presentation for group discussion (10%)    
- Test on key concepts and issues (20%) 
- 1 preliminary essay (20%)   
- 1 major essay (40%) 

 
 


